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My experience working with Project South and the Committee on Women, Population, and Environment this summer in Atlanta was incredible.  There were pluses and minuses to working with two different organizations at the same time, but all in all I think it was a really beneficial set up.  This is true especially in terms of learning about different organizational and financial models for non-profit organizing.  Working with CWPE during an intense time of transition and uncertainty also had its ups and downs.  While I feel that I accomplished a lot there, it was difficult to keep the momentum of my work up when everybody else was cutting hours and looking for others forms of income.  This wasn’t at all due to a lack of support or guidance by the CWPE staff, but just the circumstances of the situation.  Being around the office and talking to Cara Page about the state of the organization as the situation changed though out the summer was very enlightening n terms of learning about all the moving parts of CWPE’s organizational structure and the politics of funding and foundations.  

Learning more about non-profit organizational and funding models was one of the goals I had hoped to accomplish this summer, and was definitely an ongoing theme of the summer.  This was made even more so by INCITE!’s publication of The Revolution Will Not Be Funded, which sparked a lot of talk within the Atlanta social justice community about alternative models of funding and organizing outside of the “non-profit industrial complex” shaped by a small number of large foundations.  I got the impression by talking to a lot of people at the US Social Forum that several organizations in Atlanta were going through funding and organizational crises similar to what was going on with CWPE.  I think a lot of people are optimistically hoping that these crises will open up room to transition to different funding models that would hold organizations less accountable to the foundations they get their money from and more accountable to the communities they serve. Even though it was rocky, it was also an exciting time to be working in Altanta.


I came to Atlanta expecting that there would be a lot more overlap between my work at Project South and CWPE than there turned out to be.  At my first meeting with Cara, I found out that both CWPE and Project South were part of a regional coalition started by Generation Five, which is an organization based out of California that aims to end child sexual abuse within five generations.  I thought that working on this project would be a perfect way to have my work overlap more, but at Project South we were so busy with Social Forum that nothing was really being worked on with the G5 project.  On a side note, I met some people from G5 who facilitated a workshop on ending male supremacy at the USSF, and I was very impressed by their analysis.  They work under a Transformative Justice framework, which I had never heard of before this summer.  I’m still trying to find time to really research TJ in depth, but on the surface it seems like it has a lot of potential for bridging some of the gaps between groups working against various forms of state violence and groups working against intimate and domestic violence.  


Exposure to the TJ framework was one thing that influenced the main project I worked on at CWPE, which was developing and putting on a workshop on resisting population control that was geared specifically for men working in the anti-violence against women movement.  The overall idea was to work through some of the ways that structural, communal, and intimate violence perpetuate or feed off of each other, to examine the role that male supremacy and violent constructions of masculinity play in the process, and how that discussion could strategically inform projects and alliances between people doing anti-violence and anti-population control work.  The second overall idea of the workshop was to expose male allies in the anti-violence against women movement to an anti-population control analysis that they might not have encountered before.  I think that as population control advocates increasingly frame their message in a language of voluntary family planning and women’s empowerment, it is important for feminist minded men to have an informed analysis of population control and eugenicist history and ideology, so that they don’t unwittingly by into empty feminist sounding rhetoric.  


In the process of developing and preparing for the workshop, I learned a lot and ran into challenges both a political and logistical levels.  On a personal level, I had to wrestle a lot with my own understanding of my place as a white male ally and what that means in terms of where my place is and what my boundaries are.  I also learned a lot about models and understandings of violence within a TJ framework, which strongly influenced that content of the workshop even though I did not explicitly go into TJ.  On the logistical side of things, I learned that a lot more goes into organizing a five hour long workshop than I thought.  In its original form, the workshop would have actually been more like a ten hour training, split into two days, but I trimmed it down because we didn’t have the time or resources to put on a two day training.  

The first challenge I really ran into was getting people to come.  Originally the plan was to do the workshop with Men Stopping Violence, who are a local Atlanta group.  I talked to the MSV program director, Dick, about it and sent him a copy of the workshop template, which he said he would go over with other MSV people at their staff meeting.  I talked to him after the staff meeting was supposed to have happened, and he had forgotten to bring it up.  So Cara and I moved to our plan b, which was sending out a save the date announcement to lots of local social justice/feminist Atlanta organizations, most of which were not men’s groups and did not focus explicitly on anti-violence work.  Other difficulties I dealt with were securing a space for the workshop and food for lunch, because CWPE didn’t have enough money in their budget at that point to pay for food.

The workshop ended up going surprisingly well considering that only one person showed up.  She was a woman I had met the previous weekend at the People’s Institute’s weekend long Undoing Racism workshop. [I think it’s probably best to not mention her name since I don’t know if she’d be comfortable with it].  Because she is a woman, the parts of the workshop that were focused on men reflecting on issues of masculinity had to be de-emphasized, but the parts that dealt with understanding population control in relation to intimate, communal, and structural forms of violence led to some very deep and grounded conversations about the gentrification of the woman’s neighborhood, Mechanicsville, and the criminalization of the youth that she works with in her community.  While it would have been nice to have had more people show up so that we could have had more of a group dialogue, it was also really powerful to be able to deeply tie the workshop to the events and relationships that the women was dealing with in her life.  I hope to be able to use the workshop again, maybe with the Amherst Men’s Resource Center for Change.  


Most of the other things I did with CWPE were administrative, such as keeping the database up to date and archiving files before we shut down the office.  Learning how to use a database is definitely a useful skill to have.  I kept the database up to date for Project South also.  The other major accomplishment I had with CWPE was creating a counter-messaging poster that resisted the ideology that poor people in developing nations are inherent drains on the environment.  The heading of the poster says “Population – It’s Not the Size That Counts, It’s How You Use It”, and under that it has pictures and descriptions of environmental/anti-poverty activists from the Global South who have been awarded Goldman Prizes (commonly referred to as the Nobel Prize of environmental activism).  The bottom of the poster has a short write-up about the racist, patriarchal, imperialist, and ableist underpinnings of the logic that associates “too many” poor people with environmental degradation.  We didn’t have the right software for me to finish getting the layout right, so I am still working on completing the poster as I write this, but it ought to be done tomorrow, at which point I am going to send it to Cara Page and it will get put up on the CWPE website.  The template of the workshop will also be on the CWPE website.


With Project South, the main project I worked pre-USSF was the USSF Youth Tent, which I assisted the Project South Youth Council in organizing.  Working with the Youth Council was really awesome, because they are really awesome intelligent kids.  PSYC focuses on youth leadership development through popular political education, and the members create a lot of their own pop. ed. workshops that deal with the issues they as youth are facing in their communities.  We did a lot of the logistics of organizing the Youth Tent, like going through all of the workshop/activity proposals that were submitted by organizations all over the US, picking out the ones we liked and scheduling them.  I also dealt a lot with securing the sound equipment for the tent. During the USSF, I was usually the first one at the YT so that I could set up all the tables and chairs, sound equipment, and art supplies.  I didn’t get to experience as much of the USSF as I would have been able to if I hadn’t been holding down the YT most of the time, but it was still a really incredible experience.  The USSF could in itself warrant a 10 page retrospective, so I won’t go as deep into it as I could.  The highlights of it for me were the opening march with over 8000 people that shut down downtown Atlanta, the WelfareQUEENS workshop I went to where they did a pop. ed. activity about performing slam poetry, and the closing ceremonies at which the different working groups from the Peoples’ Movement Assembly read the resolutions and declarations they had written up the day before.  Overall, the USSF went amazing well and was an incredibly powerful experience.  Over 12,000 people came, which makes it the largest social justice gathering in over 30 years.  Seeing so many different people coming together to talk about the interconnections between the various struggles in their communities was just really beautiful to see.  There were definitely some things that could have been organized better, especially local Atlanta outreach, but it was a really good learning experience for the US-based social justice movement and an essential stepping stone towards being able to organize more effectively on a national level.


Other than working on the Youth Tent, I also worked with the USSF local outreach committee, doing neighborhood and local business outreach in Edgewood, the area of Atlanta I was living in.  I liked doing this because it was really cool to see how receptive most people were when I explained to them what the USSF was going to be.  I went around to about 40 local businesses, mostly corner stores, laundry mats, restaurants, and liquor stores and asked the managers if I could put up a USSF poster and leave a stack of handbills out.  I think everyone except for one liquor store let me leave the  materials, and talked to me for a while about what the USSF was, why it was happening now, and why in Atlanta, and what we hoped to accomplish.  On a few weekends before the USSF, I also stood out in front of the Target at the shopping center near me and tried to talk to everyone who went in or out for 5 hours.  I was really surprised how many people actually stopped and talked to me, and even more people took the handbills I was passing out.  
I think one of the downfalls of the USSF was that local outreach wasn’t started early enough or done on a large enough scale.  Although there were definitely a lot of Atlanta people there, there was a sense that the Forum was cut off or isolated from the issues on the ground in Atlanta, like the public housing crisis that has been going on since the beginning of the summer.  A lot of people were surprised and disappointed that there were no large actions (except the opening march) planned, when we had so many experienced activists and community organizers from all over the US in one place.  I did participate in one small action on the last day of the Forum, when I went with a small group of housing rights activists and Atlanta public housing residents to post a poster sized notice of eviction on the Atlanta Housing Administration building.  I think more things should have been planned to capitalize on having so much organizing skill in one place.


I also did some work on art and banners for the opening march.  The march committee ran an art making space out of the Task Force for the Homeless building, and we made puppets, banners, and giant cardboard props for a street theater reenactment of the Stonewall Rebellion (which I never got to see in action ().  That covers most of what I did with Project South before the USSF.  After the USSF, I updated the database with all the new contacts we had gotten over the week, and recorded all the cash sales into a spreadsheet.  After the USSF, almost everybody at Project South took a couple weeks off, and I was often the only one at the office.  The same thing happened at CWPE because they were cutting their hours back more as the summer went on.  This didn’t really bother me or impede my work, but it was kind of lonely.  I spent my last three weeks with Project South going through 4 giant boxes of Youth Council files dating back to 1999 and reorganizing them.  The files apparently had been done by the Youth Council, and they were all over the place without any kind of logic.  This task was kind of tedious, but I also got to see everything the Youth Council has done since 1999, which was really cool.  One thing about this summer was that I was forced to develop much better organizational skills than I ever have had before, filing things neatly, keeping a day planner, etc.  I hope I can keep that up now that I’m back on Hampshire.


Before I end this, I have to express how much I loved the people I got to work with over the summer.   Christi, Will, Emery, Stephanie, and Jerome at Project South, and Cara Page, Cara Seleska, and Etobbsie at CWPE were all incredibly kind, supportive, and awesome people.  They really made my RRASC experience the best it could be.  To tell the truth, I (not so) secretly suspect that I had the best RRASC internship, because I got to help organize for and be at the USSF, and I got to work with amazing, caring, and thoughtful people, and work on projects that I was really invested in.  My living situation also worked out really well, which made the summer go smoothly, and I made a lot of non-work friends while I played guitar and drank forties on the sidewalk in Little Five Points.  I got to know a lot of the homeless community in my area while I was doing this, and they most mostly the only friends that I made outside of work.  Most of my time in ATL when I wasn’t working was spent playing guitar and getting money thrown in my case, which I then used to buy food, drinks, and smokes for myself and whoever else I was hanging out with on the street that day.  Someone actually offered to take into to their recording studio one day when they heard my playing, but they wouldn’t let my friend Dante come because he looked “dirty”, so I never went.  I would have liked to record some music in Atlanta though.  It’s a really good city for music.  I think that I am going to move back to Atlanta when I graduate at the end of this year.  It is a really amazing city with a lot going on it in and it seems like that social justice organizing community there has a lot of momentum.  My summer was really great and rewarding in every aspect and I can’t express enough how thankful I am to RRASC for giving me the opportunity to do such amazing work.
