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Thanks to RRASC, I was given the opportunity to intern at Legal Momentum, the oldest and largest legal advocacy organization for women’s rights in the nation. Legal Momentum’s legal work is based out of the New York office and the public policy work is done in the Washington D.C. office. My summer internship was spent in the New York office as a legal intern, working specifically for the Sexuality and Family Rights Program with Senior Staff Attorney, Julie Kay. Before even beginning my internship, I knew that my experience with Legal Momentum was going to be exactly what I was looking for. My goal is to go to law school in 2008 and concentrate on women’s social justice issues, therefore, I knew that Legal Momentum was not only going to encompass my interests in one place, but it was going to help me decide if this kind of legal work was something I wanted to look for in my prospective law schools. Not even half way through the internship, I realized that this kind of legal social justice advocacy was exactly what I wanted to do. 


My first day at Legal Momentum was a sincerely welcoming one where I was first introduced to Beccah Watson, who gave me a tour of the office and introduced me to the staff who was very interested in RRASC and having been newly added to the RRASC internship program. I was given a desk amongst many others that would soon be filled by six law school interns and six other undergraduate interns. During my first day I also found out that I would be the first and only undergraduate to be a Legal Intern amongst the law school students, thus, making my first day exciting but nerve wracking. Several days later, the law school students joined the office which began several days of orientation. During the sessions, we learned about the office structure, history, and the attorney’s within the specialized departments, including, domestic violence, sexuality and family rights, violence against women, employment rights, and the National Judicial Education Project, to name few. This orientation process was very helpful because not only did the interns and staff get to know each other, but I became exposed to the many areas of women’s rights I was interested in learning more about. 


My specific role at Legal Momentum was to work with Senior Staff Attorney Julie Kay in the Sexuality and Family Rights program. The first project she assigned to me was to research the new political far-right, Evangelical Christians, and their attack on reproductive rights. This project became ongoing throughout the summer since this issue was constantly developing in newspapers. This project served not only my interest in learning about how reproductive rights are being targeted in society right now, but also served my interests as a political science major where I learned how religion so easily taints politics in today’s society. This project will serve as a useful means in educating people on the new anti-choice and anti-gay groups that need to be
countered.


Another project I had was to help organize a reproductive rights “Road Show” to Maine and Western Massachusetts. Julie Kay and her colleagues in the Sexuality and Family Rights Program go to various university settings around the country to hold small conferences on the pressing reproductive rights issue of that time. This fall, Julie plans to focus on the benefits of mandatory HPV vaccination and discuss the lack of comprehensive sex education in the nation’s public schools. My task was to outline possible schools, the related programs and groups within those schools that could help, and publicity information so that the public could know about the event. Julie is very interested in visiting the Five-College area this fall based on the strong interest and number of women’s rights programs represented in this area. 


A really wonderful part about working at Legal Momentum is that it served as a fantastic networking tool. I was surrounded by nationally known attorneys who all specialized in a different area of women’s rights law and public policy- it was a truly remarkable staff. Just by attending legal meetings with them, their language was not only educational, but inspirational. My mentor, Julie, has accomplished so much and is nationally known  for her reproductive rights and comprehensive sex-ed work. Their personal biographies made me want to do more and learn ways that I can get involved in law school. The work they have accomplished is outstanding and I believe that the staff will help me to get on my way to doing this kind of legal advocacy. This internship was also beneficial for counseling me through the law school process. I was surrounded by law school students from the top law schools in the country who gave me the in’s and out’s of applying and what to do if I want to pursue women’s rights legal work. 


Another great experience during my internship was a luncheon that was held for the Legal Momentum attorneys and legal interns at Kaye Scholer, LLP. This was my first experience in a major firm surrounded by successful New York City attorneys. Besides the lunch being fantastic, the formal atmosphere and office prestige made me want to strive to be a part of that. Many of the attorneys from that firm went to the law schools I hope to attend and I greatly valued their advice. 


The fellow RRASC interns in New York City organized weekly brown bag lunches at the different organizations we all represented. Unfortunately, because my internship was ending when they started this, the only one I attended was the one held at Legal Momentum. My mentor Julie organized an informational talk on the reproductive rights issues that she and the rest of Legal Momentum were working on. While eating pizza, we discussed the conservative groups attacking a woman’s right to choose, comprehensive sex-ed, and the ways Julie is advocating mandatory HPV vaccination for young girls. This lunch was a great way for us to get to know each other better and see what the other RRASC interns are doing for reproductive rights.


My experiences at Legal Momentum have made for what was a truly fantastic summer. However, there are a few things which also made it stressful and tiring. I chose to live with my family at home in northern New Jersey. Normally, a commute into Port Authority, NY would only be 40 minutes by bus, however, the rush hour between 7 and 9 a.m. caused my commute to take an hour and a half or more, not to mention the commuting costs for the bus and subway
adding up to almost $100 per week. For a little more money a month, I could probably have lived in the city, enjoyed everything it had to offer, and not been so tired from waking up at 6 a.m. every day. 


While I didn’t get to enjoy living in Manhattan, working at Legal Momentum was one of the best experiences of my life. I learned so much about myself and gained independence by navigating my way around the city and learning what the New York legal environment is like. This internship helped me realize the specific areas of law that I want to pursue.

Working at Legal Momentum helped me learn how I can reach my goals. I am so happy with the experience that I had at Legal Momentum that upon my graduation from the University of Massachusetts in December I have discussed with them the possibility of volunteering for them. The internship was even more than I thought it would be.  I feel really honored that I was given the opportunity to work with such a prestigious nonprofit women’s rights organization.

