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I would like to start off this final document by saying that my experience at Justice now was one of the most beneficial positions that I have taken up in my career thus far. Not only was Justice Now an organization that I learned how to better assert myself in my academics, but at the same time it granted me life skills that I would have never thought possible at this time in my education. 


While I was at Justice Now I learned and grappled at that the same time with the idea of what it meant to be working with an organization that identified as being a prison abolitionist organization.  Prior to attending Justice Now I knew that it was a prison abolitionist organization I just had no prior history with working with such an organization. I knew that morally and personally that I would condemn all harsh punishment that would equate to someone being sent to prison. I just was unsure of the tactful way in which I could provide an alternative to the prison industrial complex (P.I.C.), previous to attending Justice Now.  When I arrived to Oakland California not only was I seeking out a new community of people, but new ways to challenge my beliefs and way of thinking that could critically affect the work that I plan on doing in the future. As I became acquainted with Justice Now and the amazing staff that I had the opportunity to work with I learned how to critically assess my way of thinking and to analyze the root causes of the prison industrial complex. I was able to do this by allowing myself to meet and create dialogue with people that either opposed or were in favor of the P.I.C. This is turn allowed me to attend work with some of the people I had conversations with and begin to asses my goal at the organization and the implications of what this meant for my future work. 

Justice Now had all of its interns attend a weekly seminar and in this seminar people had required assigned readings. This allowed for there to be dialogue amongst all the interns, but also a chance to begin understanding the historical perspective of the prison industrial complex.

The work that I was able to produce for Justice Now focused on family law and particularly child custody. When I first arrived to Justice Now we had a week long training and that training was very informative and helped me figure out what work I wanted to focus on. By the end of the training I knew that my passion was with working with children and their family members that were incarcerated. This has led me to my decision making of how I hope that in the future I will work for a non-profit that works with children of incarcerated family members. 


During the summer at Justice Now I took advice with me from the first training that we had for the CLPP program and that advice was that we keep a small journal. So I did keep a small journal and to sum up my last weeks at Justice Now here are some excerpts from that time: 

Week 6: This week I have been working on my Doula Project intensely. The doula project is a project that the Justice Now office will use to write a memo, which my research information will provide them with the information that they will need. The memo will cover main areas discussing what it means to be a doula and why there are doulas in these prison facilities and not midwifes. My research thus far has been meeting with women that are incarcerated at Valley State Prison for Women's Facility and Central California Women's Facility in Chowchilla. Initially I knew who these women were that I was going to meet because they had worked with Justice Now in another capacity. These women had also filled out a survey for our safe motherhood legal project which indicated that they had worked with a doula while they were pregnant, while being incarcerated. Following those red flags that we saw stating that they had seen or were in the process of having contact with a doula I immediately set up appointments with them to set up a visit. As of this point I have met with two women on the inside that have worked with doulas. They say that the contact with the doulas was the most amazing thing that could have happened to them while they were going through these egregious situations in their lives. The doulas are from a religious based organization that supports all families no matter their financial status and goal is to make the birth of a child for all women a memorable experience. The doula organization that works with the women in the prison facilities that I work with have told me that the doula program not only helped women understand all the stages of pregnancy and logistics of birth but was coupled with the playing of music, back rubs, and a level of comfort generally not available to women on the inside. I was also informed that doulas are on call every night so that if any of these women give birth they can be present at the hospital. This doula organization is completely based on volunteers; what this essentially means for an organization like Justice Now is that we want to begin to develop a relationship with this organization as soon as possible. Therefore, we have had to interview women on the inside that have immediate contact with the doulas. Our intent here at Justice Now is to have contact with the doula organization so that we can support their work in any capacity welcomed. The reason why Justice Now is so enveloped in this work and what the doulas do in the women's prison facility is because too often these women do not receive the proper care that every human being is entitled to. As an organization that supports and provides legal support for women on the inside we want to network and combine some of our forces with other organizations that can make all of our work less complicated. The research that I have been conducting with the doula program has been such a large learning experience because when I first began this project I had no idea what a doula was and where to find them. I also learned that doulas are not only working in women prison facilities, but a large part of their work happens in families' homes and in their clinical offices. Many doulas conduct their work on a private basis and families can typically contact them by researching local doulas in their communities. Many doulas work simultaneously side by side with the family's mid wife. To conclude this past week and the overwhelming, and emotional work that I have done I am satisfied and I look forward to concluding this research next week. This work is so important, yet it has affected how I choose to think about the free world and the medical treatment that people receive. It has made me critically think about how privilege plays a major role in the medical attention that one receives. 

Week 7: This week I am primarily working on a case with a mother whose rights have been terminated. This case was referred to me from someone on the inside. A client that I have previously worked with informed my new client and told her that I had helped her in her custodial case. My new client has had no contact with her three children in the past four years and now that she has just been released from central California Women's Facility. It has been an extremely difficult transition for her and her loved ones. She is currently living with an aunt, whose house is completely full and occupied by other family members. I have had little contact with my client, between the two phone conversations and me advocating for her is all the contact that we have had. I recently began to really delve into her case and after many hours of phone calls and mailings it has been relayed to me that my client has loss all parental rights to her children and if that is not bad enough the father of the three children has also loss all custodial rights to all three children. The two oldest have been placed in child Protective Services and the youngest has been placed in the guardianship of the paternal grandmother. Because of my position as a legal advocate who works under the supervision of two attorneys I checked in with them to see what their suggestions were about approaching the conversation that I needed to make with the mother that has loss all rights to her child. After checking in with my attorney I was notified that I needed to make that phone call as soon as possible. That afternoon I contacted my client and laid out all of her options regarding her children and identifying with her why it happened the way that it did. I also informed her that because both she and the father's rights were terminated that meant that there is little chance for her to ever regain access to her children. This process was very difficult for me and one that I never thought I would ever have to come across. I eventually told her that when a parent is incarcerated and has a child and no family members have custodial rights to that child, that child than becomes a priority for Child Protective Services. After that the child may get put for adoption without the mother or father having no consent in this ludicrous process. My client was highly upset, but there was little that I could do to console her and comfort her. All I could do is tell her that I fought my best for her children and from this point the ball is in her court. I hope for better for both her and her children and I hope that one day children will not have to suffer the consequences of their parent incarceration. My work with this client is done and still up until this moment I wish I could do something more because it just seems like no justice was done for neither her nor her children. The criminal system has to change because if not we will have so many children in CPS and in the juvenile system. 

Week 8: This week I went on my final visit to Central California Women's Facility to visit my clients for the last time. I was able to wrap up my final conclusions regarding the doula legal project at that time as well. My visits with the women that I have been working with extensively over the past nine weeks were really difficult for me because this is closure that so many of these women have to deal with on a daily basis. So many of these women can't understand so many times why they are in the facility that they are and why? However, I made it very clear to so many of those women that there files will be transferred over to a new intern that will eventually work on their case in the upcoming months and that they have all touched my life in one way or another! Those were some of the experiences that I had while at Justice Now. 
In closing I would like to thank everyone for the openness and ability to adapt to new interns and staff. I would also like to acknowledge this wonderful opportunity that I had at Justice Now and even though I can’t say everything in writing I would defiantly be willing to speak to people individually. 

