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·              My summer internship at the National Network of Abortion Funds was an opportunity that I do not believe comes along very often.  I learned more working at this job than I have in my entire career thus far and I am very grateful for the experience and the ability to work with such a wonderful group of people.  

·             When I first began the summer, NNAF was in preparation for their annual conference and organizing summit that was to be held the weekend of June 24th in Minneapolis Minnesota.  For the first week I was able to work with the former intern who was leaving for the summer and this helped me to find my place in the office and have some guidance as to what my work would be.  Most of the work for the first few weeks was solely planning for the conference.  I was asked to make name labels, phone calls, and revise drafts of hotel arrangement lists, anything and everything regarding all of the details of the conference.  One of my favorite jobs in regards to this was to help put together the restaurant list for the conference attendees.  I was able to look up restaurants around Minneapolis and write up short descriptions to be added to the information packets each attendee would receive.   Putting together these packets turned out to be a bigger job than I could have imagined.  It took many of us in the office hours to correlate and stuff each folder so that we could ship them to the hotel prior to our arrival.  This gave us time however to chat and get to know one another and I was able to ask the women in the office about their lives and backgrounds and interests.  Time was very crunched towards the end of the week before we were to fly out for the conference and I am still in awe as to how smoothly everything went together after witnessing all the minute details that have to be accounted for when planning a conference of that size. 

·               I had only been at NNAF two full weeks when it was time to leave for the conference.  After negotiating some airport issues, Megan Peterson, Bipasana Sakya, myself, and board member Marlene Fried all made it onto our designated flight and landed in Minneapolis right on time.  Bipasana, being the conference coordinator, had a lot of work to do once we made it there and it was my job to help her with whatever needed to be done.  Our first day there consisted of running errands and getting things set up for the board meeting and welcoming the next day.  That night though was the fun part.  NNAF took all the board members and staff out to dinner at this beautiful tapas restaurant and I was introduced to everyone on the board.  By that point NNAF’s director Stephanie Poggi and Sarah Horsley had made it to Minneapolis along with all those on the board and we had an evening filled with amazing food and good times.  I enjoyed that night the most out of my entire internship and was in awe at the amount of energy and love all the women had for each other.  If there was one moment when I was really inspired to follow a path in reproductive rights it was watching all of the staff and board come together, truly passionate about the work and one another.  The next day however it was down to the real work.  Former intern Kristen Simeral had joined us and the two of us were to be Bipasana’s back up for the rest of the weekend.  This did not get in the way of us exploring a little and we were able to go to the Mall of America right neat the hotel while the board meeting went on.  Once we got back everything became a whirlwind and we did not get to leave the hotel for basically the rest of the weekend.  When the attendees arrived though I realized just how worth it the work was.  All the preparation!  It was particularly amazing to be able to match the faces to the names that I had been seeing over and over the last few weeks.  Though it got crazy at times, the conference was an eye opening experience I would not trade for the world.  It was by far the highlight of the summer and gave me the most inspiration to pursue any type of work in reproductive rights.  It also made me realize that working directly with women was something I was more interested in than the behind the scenes work that is primarily done at NNAF. 

·                Before coming to NNAF I was not even aware that there was such a thing as an abortion fund.  To find out that there are over 100 in the United States amazed me.   It also amazed me to find out the difficulties women have obtaining safe abortions.  Hearing about the intake and counseling done by actual funds prompted me to think more about going into social work as a way to help women.  It also made me wish that my internship with NNAF provided more direct contact experience.  

·              Once we returned from the conference my tasks were not so concentrated on any specific goal.  Most of my time was spent doing random office jobs to help things run smoothly and to keep everyone in the office on track and assist them.  It also happened that upon returning from Minneapolis I got sick and was not able to do the long hours which included my three hour daily commute to get to the internship.  I was lucky because NNAF was wonderful and understanding in helping me to get better and to stay on track with what was happening in the office.  I was able to do some work from home and by scattering my days I was also able to work limited hours despite being sick.  Even though everyone was great about the whole thing I really feel that my getting sick affected my work with NNAF.  It was during this time that I lost a little of my drive and got frustrated with the work I was doing.  Without being able to go into the office I was not able to work on the larger projects I had discussed prior to the conference.  I felt like the things I was doing did not really warrant the time I was spending with NNAF.  Once I was fully back to work I had a talk with Bipasana about my goals with NNAF, in general for the internship, and about my situation commuting which had really limited my ability to enjoy the internship.  I found that, while maybe this is just a sign of the real world, commuting such a distance was not what I had expected or wanted from my internship.  I was very lucky to then have Sarah approach me with the idea of my staying with her as a houseguest for the remainder of my time at NNAF.  She lived within walking distance of the office and offered to let me stay with her for a total of three weeks.  I was so thrilled at the idea; it made my remaining time with NNAF so much nicer not having to think about the commute and also being able to explore the area and the city without having to hurry home at the end of every day.  Once this was all settled I was really able to fully focus on the rest of my internship and while I had missed different projects due to being sick, I was able to start new ones that, while sometimes monotonous, gave me a better understanding of NNAF and the work involved in nonprofits. 

·                 Probably my biggest job outside of the conference was updating the main donor database at NNAF.  This project ended up taking longer than Megan and I had originally calculated, but it was something I enjoyed and something I knew was helpful to her.  After about a week the entire database was switched over and I had learned the ins and outs of fundraising and was able to be Megan’s assistant sending thank-yous and filing donations.  I also was able to help Sarah find articles and information for an Advocacy Toolkit the Network was putting together to help and encourage individual funds in getting Legislative support in their states.  There were so many facets of the Network’s work that I was not aware of until far into the internship.  Between the outreach, the organizing, the planning, the fundraising, and more I was surprised by all the aspects of nonprofit work the Network was a part of.

·              Overall I have to say my internship definitely had its ups and downs.  I loved everyone I worked with and met through NNAF.  All of the women were wonderful and really created the best work atmosphere I could have asked for.  They were so clearly thankful for everything I had helped them with over the summer as well and they even took my out at the end of the internship for a thank you and goodbye lunch.  Their motivation and drive was inspiring, but it was the fun they had at their jobs that really made the biggest impact on me.  Living in the city with Sarah also made a huge difference in my ability to fully appreciate the job and get the most out of everything.  I would not recommend commuting such a distance to future interns, for the sake of your private life, your summer, and also the satisfaction you receive from your job.  If I could go back that would be the one thing I would change because I feel that it had a negative impact on my experience.  My only other negative feelings were just in my own realization that an office oriented job is not for me.  While I felt that I was being helpful and productive, I did not get the feeling of having made a real difference that I feel I might have if I had gotten more interactive field experience.  This I think has more to do with my own personal motivations and interests and less to do with the internship itself.  I came out of this summer knowing that anything I do in the future needs to be more hands on, working and talking with the women directly, and while part of me wishes I had been fully satisfied with the work I was doing, another part of me realizes that learning what I do not want is just as important as learning what I do want. 

·               I spoke in the beginning of this report about everything I had learned and I think that that is the most important aspect of what I accomplished this summer.  I found that the things I learned were not so much about reproductive rights as they were about life and getting the most out of it.  Working with the women at NNAF I feel that I grew as a person and really took to heart everything they had to offer as individuals.  I was able to get advice from them about their own lives and their own work experiences and I was encouraged to ask questions and develop as an individual.  Going into this internship I can safely say that I did not have the confidence in my abilities and in myself in general that I have now and I know that I gained this because of the women I worked with this summer.  At the risk of sounding cliché, or anything of the sort, I really benefited from all of their wisdom and life experience and this taught me more than anything.  I still owe them all a great deal of thanks for the encouragement they gave me in every aspect of life and it is because of this that I can honestly say that this internship made a huge impact on me and benefited me in ways I could not have imagined.  A truly once in a lifetime experience.

