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I started off my internship by working with Senior Researcher Pam Chamberlain on updating the Reproductive Rights Activist Resource Kits (ARK), which was last published in 2000. My first task was to research the new tactics that the Right uses to restrict the reproductive rights of women. Once I had an outline of the newest strategies, I searched for articles from progressive sources that analyzed the tactics and ideologies of conservatives and the Religious Right. Then, I searched for conservative sources for primary source examples that illustrated the ideologies and the strategies. However, I think the most important update in this edition is its new concept and title. The ARK was renamed Reproductive Justice (previously called the Reproductive Rights ARK) to illustrate that the socioeconomic realities of women affect their reproductive choices. Therefore we looked at how reproductive justice can impact women of color, immigrant women, incarcerated women, and working class women. In addition, I made a bibliography of further readings from both progressive and conservative authors. Finally, I used my research to write up introductory paragraph for each section, summarizing the tactics and issues. The end result was compilation of introductory pieces for the new ARK.

With Senior Researcher Chip Berlet, I worked on a research project on the Employee Free Choice Act. Chip wrote a manuscript on the Right and its anti-union organizations and ideologies since the National Labor Relations Act. He wanted current information on the organizations that support or oppose the EFCA. I also researched criticism from the Left on the framing of the Act around “choice,” rather than the right to belong to a union.  The result was a portfolio of various articles, studies, and reports that Chip reviewed and used in his manuscript. 

Near the end of July, the Public Eye, the quarterly magazine of PRA, was in its proofing stages.  Part of my duties was to edit various articles. Also, I had to search for articles for the “Eyes Right” section of the publication. This section featured outrageous stories from Right-wing newspapers. I wrote up little synopsis of the articles and they were published in the Public Eye.  In addition, I wrote a sidebar, accompanying an article by Eleanor Bader on some of the new anti-choice techniques used by pro-life activists.

I also worked the founder of PRA Jean Hardisty. I helped her research bills that passed in congress that promote marriage as a solution to poverty and as part of the welfare program. In addition, I helped her with the footnotes of an article on the history of marriage promotion.

Some of the odd jobs I did throughout the summer included filing direct mail from Right-wing organizations and filing frequently copied articles with Chip Berlet. This task was very different from researching, but equally interesting because I got to interact with Chip. Chip has a great sense of humor (he did magic tricks during his lecture at the CLPP annual Reproductive Rights conference) and he is very good at explaining complex ideas in a simple way. Therefore, a seemingly mundane activity was fun and informative.

To succeed at the aforementioned tasks I had to rely on my research skills and my ability to work independently. I had to consult a variety of sources to find relevant information, including newspapers, scholarly journals, magazines and books. Furthermore, I had to budget my time so that I made steady progress. It is important to know how to work independently but it is equally important to check-in regularly with my supervisor. Pam gave me so much helpful advice and many suggestions that I never felt lost or in over my head. 

Most difficult part of my research, I faced was not knowing legal or political terminology, however by using my research skills and following leads I was able to educate myself on the jargon. At my mid-point checking I was amazed at how much I had learned as a result of my research. I came to PRA with basic knowledge of the abortion rights issues. I walked away with an understanding of the legislative, political, health, and justice issues around reproductive rights. Furthermore, I now understand that legislation is not enough to ensure a woman’s reproductive rights, activists must also actively consider economic and social circumstances of women and how it affects their ability to choose.

I cannot pick just one moment as a highlight of my internship. The whole summer seemed like a highlight. My career goal is to become a researcher in the field of political science and this internship gave me first hand experience. I enjoyed very much being in a research environment and being able to interact with the staff. The office was a very inclusive environment. The research staff was placed in a large room, making it possible for everyone to freely engage in conversation. I learned so much just from listening to discussion of the staff and asking clarifying questions. The staff was very accommodating and encouraged inquiries into their work and interests. The staff also had a great sense of humor, which made day to day work a lot of fun. For example, there is an office award called “sharkie.” Sharkie is a plastic toy shark, which is awarded to the staff or interns for a job well done. Sharkie is placed on top of the winner’s computer monitor and remains there until someone else wins it. I won sharkie in July for my research on the EFCA for Chip and another intern won sharkie for a pie she baked and shared with everyone at the office.

Working at PRA, I gained many skills. Firstly, I have become a better researcher. I have learned how to navigate a variety of sources and I have learned to judge what kind of source is appropriate for a given project. I have become a better writer. Due to space limits in a layout of a publication like the Public Eye I have learned to become a precise and concise writer. I have also learned to be very conscience of my audience when I write. When writing a term paper, the goal is demonstrate one’s knowledge and understanding of a concept to a professor. However, when writing anything for PRA, the goal is to demonstrate and uncover concepts and issues for activists and to help activists strategize. My writing had to take on a very different tone and organization. I am very glad that I learned these lessons from my advisor, Pam, because I think my writing from now will be more relevant and direct. Furthermore, the staff included us in the Research and Staff meetings to help us understand how non-profit organizations work. I learned that grant writing to get funds for projects in a significant and important part of each staff members work. I learned a lot about how much non-profits depend on grants and how multidimensional each staff member’s job is. 

My suggestion for future interns is, don’t be shy! The quicker you get to know the staff, the more enriched your experience at PRA will be. All the staff members are very easy to talk to and they are happy to share their knowledge and experiences with you. Ask them about their current work or past experiences as students and activists and you will learn a lot. I spoke to the executive director, Katherine Ragsdale, who is an Episcopal priest. She went to Birmingham, Ala. this summer to help a women’s clinic that was being targeted by Operation Save America, an anti-abortion organizations known for its violence toward abortion providers. She spoke about the tension of being in such a volatile environment and how she was able to calm and reassure clinic workers. Also, Chip Berlet shared his experiences to help us better respond to and debate with people from the Right. His advices helped us in debates not only in formal settings but also with family and friends. Another suggestion is take time to search for an apartment or living situation that suits you. It is important to have a pleasant living situation as well as a pleasant working situation. I lived within minutes from the PRA office, which was very convenient. I also was about 15 minutes from Davis Square, which had many interesting shops and cafés, as well as the West branch of the Somerville Library. The Red line of the subway system also stopped there, so it was quite easy to reach any point in Boston. The convenient location made my weekends and evenings a lot more enjoyable. The only downside of my living arrangement was that I lived in a house with many other students who had very different schedules than me so it was often noisy at night and very unclean.  So be sure to visit the apartment beforehand (if you have the time) or be flexible when you get there and not everything is like you are used to.

Now that the internship is over, I think I appreciate my time at PRA more because I have the benefit of hindsight. This summer was full of valuable experiences, which I enjoyed a lot. Moreover, I think I will continue to benefit from my experiences for years to come because I learned a lot about how I work best and what my strengths are. Also I have enjoyed the new people I met at PRA.  The staff is kind and interesting group of people, who taught me many important skills. The other interns at PRA were also very interesting. We all worked on different projects but it was nice to have people to bounce ideas off of and to share information with.

This summer internship has given me many valuable experiences to be able to better choose a career. From my internship, I learned that I love to research and to write and then I work most efficiently on independent project. Because of this internship, I am even keener on working on diverse social justice issues in the future. I learned at PRA at many social justice issues are interconnected, therefore I have a better understanding of how economics, race, gender, and sexuality are linked and I understand that it is impossible to study one without connecting it to other issues. Because of my new diverse interests, I think I will look for a career that represents a spectrum of social justice issues, and organization like the Political Research Associates.
